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What was the purpose of the Student Data Dig?

As part of a broader effort to prioritize student voice, address student mental health and
wellness, and empower students to determine their own path to success, Ann Richards
School for Young Women Leaders (ARS) is planning to offer an elective course on social and
emotional learning (SEL) skill development for 10t"-grade students in the 2019—2020 school
year. To inform course planning and development, researchers from the Austin Independent
School District’s (AISD) Department of Research and Evaluation (DRE) facilitated
discussions with 9"- and 10™-grade ARS students in Spring 2019 using data from the AISD
Student Climate Survey.

What was the data dig procedure?
How were students selected?

ARS staff selected students based on grade level, availability and willingness to participate,
and representativeness of the relevant grade-level cohort. Students represented a diverse
mix of interests, personalities, social groups, and backgrounds. The underlying goal was

to select students who provided a range of perspectives that could inform the SEL course.
Approximately 10 to 12 students participated in each discussion.

What data did students look at?

In collaboration with the SEL specialist, DRE researchers developed a dashboard that
summarized 9""- and 10™-grade ARS student responses to the following survey items from
the 2018—2019 AISD Student Climate Survey:

e During my school day, | am aware of when my feelings change.

e ldon’tgive up, even when I feel frustrated.

e | use ways to calm myself down.

e Itiseasy for me to talk about my problems with the adults at my school.
e At my school, | often notice how others are feeling.

e If I getangry with a classmate, we can talk about it and make it better.

e lsay“no” to friends who want me to break the rules.

Survey response options comprised A lot of the time, Sometimes, A little of the time,
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their descriptions with a partner. Some students shared their observations with the entire group.

e Interpret the data: Students attempted to explain their observations and descriptions by making connections
with personal experience.

e Implications of the data: Students brainstormed ideas for how the proposed course could support areas for
growth with respect to SEL skills.

e Refection: Students provided ideas for what was missing from the data that could help teachers structure the
SEL course to better meet students’ needs.

What themes emerged from discussions?

Before discussing themes, readers will note that the number of students who participated in these discussions
represents a small percentage of the ARS student body. The thoughts, feelings, and perceptions of these students are
not intended to represent the experience of all ARS students. Indeed, follow-up discussions by ARS staff concluded
that additional voices and perspectives should be included to properly assess students’ needs.

Students in both session were quick to notice their strengths. Data indicated that students felt confdent in their
ability to notice when their feelings change, notice how others are feeling, resolve confict, and abide by school rules.
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